ADMINISTRATION
285 Uptown Blvd., Bldg. 100
Cedar Hill, TX 75104
O. 972.291.5100
F. 972.291.5199

NOTICE OF CITY COUNCIL BRIEFING SESSION
MARCH 10, 2015
T.W. “TURK” CANNADY – CEDAR HILL ROOM
GOVERNMENT CENTER
285 UPTOWN BLVD. – BLDG. 100
CEDAR HILL, TEXAS
6:00 P.M.
AGENDA
I.

Call the meeting to order.

II.

Briefing on Beautification and Environmental Sustainability Board (BES).

III.

Briefing on March 17, 2015 Town Hall Meeting.

IV.

City Manager Reports:


City Council Calendar/Upcoming Events.



City Operations.

V.

Conduct a briefing session to discuss agenda items for 7:00 p.m.
regular meeting.

VI.

Adjourn.

I certify that the above notice of meeting was posted in accordance with the Texas
Open Meetings Act on the 6th day of March 2015.

Belinda Berg
City Secretary

This facility is wheelchair accessible. If you plan to attend this public meeting and
you have a disability that requires special arrangements, please call 972-291-5100
Ext. 1011 or (TDD) 1-800-RELAY TX (1-800-735-2989) at least 48 hours in advance.
Reasonable accommodations will be made to assist your needs.

Mayor, Rob Franke • Mayor Pro Tem, Chris Parvin • Stephen Mason • Jami McCain
Daniel C. Haydin, Jr. • Clifford R. Shaw • Wallace Swayze • City Manager, Greg Porter
CedarHillTX.COM

ADMINISTRATION
285 Uptown Blvd., Bldg. 100
Cedar Hill, TX 75104
O. 972.291.5100
F. 972.291.5199

NOTICE OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 10, 2015
T.W. “TURK” CANNADY-CEDAR HILL ROOM
285 UPTOWN BLVD. – BLDG. 100
CEDAR HILL, TEXAS
7:00 P.M.
VISION STATEMENT: We envision Cedar Hill as a premier city that
retains its distinctive character; where families and businesses
flourish in a safe and clean environment.
MISSION STATEMENT: The mission of the City of Cedar Hill is to
deliver the highest quality municipal services to our citizens and
customers consistent with our community values.
AGENDA
I.

Call the meeting to order.

II.

Invocation: Reverend Chester Williams of Pathway Fellowship Church.

III.

Pledge of Allegiance.

IV.

Distinctive Character Presentation:
1.

V.

Public Hearing:
1.

VI.

Present Certificate of Recognition to Brendon Camp, a 9th grade
student from Cedar Hill Ninth Grade Center – S.T.A.R. Student Award
winner for the month of March 2015.

Case No. 2015-04 – CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING and consider
Ordinance No. 2015-556 amending Section 4.1.4.C of the
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance (Ordinance No. 2001-64, as
amended), giving the City Council the authority to approve a
restaurant with drive-thru to sell alcoholic beverages for on-premise
consumption.

Citizens Forum.

Mayor, Rob Franke • Mayor Pro Tem, Chris Parvin • Stephen Mason • Jami McCain
Daniel C. Haydin, Jr. • Clifford R. Shaw • Wallace Swayze • City Manager, Greg Porter
CedarHillTX.COM
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VII.

Consent Agenda:

The Consent Agenda includes routine items that may be acted upon with a single
vote. Any City Council member may remove items from the Consent Agenda for
separate discussion and consideration.

VIII.

1.

Consider approving the minutes of the February 24, 2015 regular City
Council meeting.

2.

Consider adoption of 2035 City Council Strategic Plan.

3.

Consider adoption of Resolution No. R15-433 establishing the City of
Cedar Hill’s priorities in the 2015 Legislature.

4.

Consider entering into Interlocal Agreements between the City of
Cedar Hill and the City of Corinth and the City of Waxahachie for a
Cooperative Purchasing Program.

Regular Agenda.
1.

Consider approving Resolution No. R15-434 in opposition to a revenue
cap and legislative interference with local services.

2.

Closed meeting called pursuant to Texas Government Code: Section
551.087(2), Economic Development negotiations:
Deliberation of an offer of a financial or other incentive to a business
prospect the City seeks to have locate, stay or expand in the City.
•

3.

Project New and Improved

Closed meeting called pursuant to Section 551.072 of the Texas
Government Code:
Deliberation on the possible purchase or value of real property when a
deliberation in an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on
the position of the City in negotiations with a third person/entity.

4.

Reconvene in open session and consider any action to be taken as a
result of the executive sessions.

IX.

Updates and announcements from City Council Members.

X.

Adjourn.
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I certify that the above notice of meeting was posted in accordance with the Texas
Open Meetings Act on the 6th day of March 2015.

Belinda Berg
City Secretary

This facility is wheelchair accessible. If you plan to attend this public meeting and
you have a disability that requires special arrangements, please call 972-291-5100
Ext. 1011 or (TDD) 1-800-RELAY TX (1-800-735-2989) at least 48 hours in advance.
Reasonable accommodations will be made to assist your needs.
PREMIER STATEMENTS
CEDAR HILL HAS DISTINCTIVE CHARACTER
CEDAR HILL HAS EXCELLENT, SAFE & EFFICIENT INFRASTRUCTURE
CEDAR HILL IS SAFE
CEDAR HILL IS CLEAN
CEDAR HILL HAS TEXAS SCHOOLS OF CHOICE
CEDAR HILL HAS VIBRANT PARKS AND NATURAL BEAUTY
CEDAR HILL HAS A STRONG AND DIVERSE ECONOMY

CITY COUNCIL VALUES
PEOPLE AND RELATIONSHIPS
STEWARDSHIP
HIGHEST ETHICAL STANDARDS, BEHAVIOR AND INTEGRITY
SERVANT LEADERSHIP
I certify that the attached notice and agenda of items to be considered by the City Council
was removed by me from the Government Center bulletin board on the __________ day of
______________________________, 2015, By:_______________________________________________

CITY OF CEDAR HILL
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
Agenda Date:

Public Hearing #1

March 10, 2015

Agenda Item Wording: Case No. 2015-04 – CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING and consider
adoption of Ordinance No. 2015-556 amending Section 4.1.4.C of the Comprehensive Zoning
Ordinance (Ordinance No. 2001-64, as amended), giving the City Council the authority to
approve a restaurant with drive-thru to sell alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption.
Summary:
Cedar Hill’s current alcoholic beverage regulations prohibit the City Council from authorizing a
restaurant to sell alcoholic beverages if the restaurant has a drive-in / drive-thru. This
prohibition may be overly restrictive given that Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission’s (TABC)
rules prohibit restaurants holding a license to sell alcoholic beverages for on-premise
consumption to sell alcoholic beverages for off-premise consumption, as might be allowed by
a drive-thru window.
Staff surveyed several area cities and none have regulations that prohibit a restaurant with a
drive-thru window from selling alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption.
Attached for your consideration, is a draft of the proposed Ordinance. Since this proposed
ordinance amends the Zoning Code, a public hearing is required before the Planning and
Zoning Commission issues its recommendation and before the City Council considers the
ordinance. Notice of this public hearing was published in the Focus Daily News on February 18,
2015. No notices were mailed because the proposed amendment applies to all Zoning
Districts.
On March 5, 2015, the Planning & Zoning Commission considered this item and, by a vote of 70, recommended approval of the attached ordinance which will be reported to the City
Council during the briefing.
This ordinance has been approved by the City Attorney as to form.
Funding Source: N/A
Recommended Action: Conduct a Public Hearing and consider adoption of Ordinance 2015556.
Department:
Contact / Phone No:

Planning
Rod W. Tyler

972-291-5100 Ext. 1083

Attachments:

Yes

If yes, how many pages:
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ARTICLE 4 – Use Regulations

adjacent to a side street shall have a side yard not less than fifteen feet (15'). Garages
or carports located and arranged so as to be entered from the side yard shall have a
minimum distance of twenty feet (20') from the side lot line, alley line, or alley
easement line. Carports or garages arranged to be entered from the side yard, facing
a public street, shall have a minimum distance equal to the required front yard for the
main building.
C. Rear Yard: There shall be a rear yard not less than three feet (3') from any lot line
or alley line, or alley easement line when accessory buildings are constructed ten feet
(10') or more from the main building, except that;
(1) Where apartments are permitted, the main building and all accessory buildings
shall not cover more than sixty percent (60%) of that portion of the lot lying to
the rear of a line erected joining the midpoint of one side lot line with the
midpoint of the opposite side lot line; and b) carports, garages, or other accessory
buildings, located within the rear portion of a lot as heretofore described,
constructed closer than ten feet (10') to the main building, shall have a rear yard
equivalent to the rear yard requirement for the main building. If an alley exists,
accessory buildings may be located within three feet (3') of a rear lot line if the
maximum (e.g., ridge) height of the building is no greater than eight feet (8') and
if a solid fence or wall of the same height is built on the rear lot line to screen the
building from property located to the rear. Garages or carports that are arranged
so as to be entered by a motor vehicle from an alley or rear alley easement shall
be set back from the rear property line or alley easement line a minimum distance
of twenty feet (20').
2.

Carports shall be measured from the posts supporting the roof nearest to the street or
alley. (See Illustration 4).

3. Accessory buildings are not permitted without a main structure.

4.1.4

4.

Accessory buildings shall not exceed one story in height. Garage/accessory dwelling
units are allowed up to twenty feet (20') in height in residential districts.
Garage/accessory dwelling units up to two (2) stories may be permitted in certain other
districts by CUP if there is no adverse impact upon adjacent properties.

5.

Metal accessory buildings less than two hundred and forty (240) square feet are permitted
in all non-residential districts except OT and NS districts; but shall not be used as an
enclosed parking area or garage. All accessory buildings in residential districts (including
the single-family attached, TH, and multi-family, MF, districts) shall be equivalent to
masonry requirements for the main building.

Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan Requirements:
(Ord. No. 04-201, § 9, 04-13-04)

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of this ordinance the storage, possession, sale, serving or
consumption of any alcoholic beverages, when permitted by the Laws of the State of Texas
shall be regulated and governed by the following use regulations and requirements.
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B. For the purpose of this ordinance the following words and phrases shall have the meanings
ascribed to them as follows:
1.

Alcoholic beverage means alcohol, or any beverage containing more than one-half or one
percent of alcohol by volume, which is capable of use for beverage purposes, either alone
or when diluted, excepting any alcoholic beverage specifically made for clerical or
religious purposes as described by the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code.

2.

Restaurant with attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on
premises consumption. This shall require an Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan. The terms
“restaurant with attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for on
premises consumption” and the approval of an “Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan” shall be
required for any restaurant or eating establishment whose gross sales in Cedar Hill from
food on an annual basis represents at least sixty (60) percent of its total sales of food and
alcoholic beverages. This defined restaurant use shall be an authorized and permitted use
as a principal use or as an accessory use, upon approval of the Alcoholic Beverage Site
Plan. Drive-in restaurants are specifically excluded from the definitions of a restaurant
with attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages. (Ord. No. 04-201, § 9, 04-13-04)

3. Commence construction shall mean the setting of building foundation piers and beams.
4.

Drive-in restaurants shall mean a public eating place, which has facilities for serving
food and beverages to customers in their motor vehicles on the premises.

5.

Food shall mean any nutriment for human consumption in solid form and beverages
which have no alcohol content but the meaning of food shall not include any beverages
mixes having any alcoholic content, alcoholic beverage mixes or other ingredients used
for the preparation of alcoholic beverages.

6.

Mixed beverage means one or more servings of a beverage composed in whole or part of
an alcoholic beverage in a sealed or unsealed container of any legal size for consumption
on the premises where served or sold by the holder of a mixed beverage permit.

7.

The term “person” shall include association, trustee, receiver, organization corporations,
firms, partnerships, and natural persons.

8.

For this Ordinance, “hotel” means the premises of an establishment (1) where in
consideration of payment, travelers are furnished food and lodging; and (2) in which are
located at least ten (10) adequately furnished, completely separate rooms with adequate
facilities so comfortably disposed that persons usually apply for and receive overnight
accommodations in the establishment, either in the course of usual and regular travel or
as a residence; and (3) which operates a regular dining room constantly frequented by
customers each day.

9.

Residential purposes shall mean land actually being used to provide single or multifamily homes for natural persons.

C. The storage, possession, sale, serving or consumption of any alcoholic beverages to be sold or
served by the holder of a mixed beverage permit or the holder of a private club permit issued
by the State of Texas in bottles or any other container direct to the customer or person for
consumption on the premises of the holder of a mixed beverage permit or in a private club
shall be permitted only in a restaurant as defined in (1)(b) above in an Alcoholic Beverage
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Site Plan under Section 4.1.4 of this ordinance after the applicant has made a written request
for such a use pursuant to such article of this ordinance to permit such use but the City
Council shall not zone any drive-in restaurant for the storage, possession, sale, serving or
consuming of any alcoholic beverage. (Ord. No. 04-201, § 9, 04-13-04)
D. The site plan to be submitted pursuant to this article shall satisfy all of the requirements of all
other site plans required by this Ordinance and the following additional requirements: (Ord. No.
04-201, § 9, 04-13-04)

1.

Interior design plan including location of all waiting areas, restaurant seating areas
reflecting the approximate number of seats kitchen, storage and serving areas for all food
and alcoholic beverages, dance floor, gaming devices, and electronic amusement
machines.

2.

Site plan shall reflect the area that the restaurant applying for an Alcoholic Beverage Site
Plan and show all areas necessary to provide adequate and necessary ingress-egress,
parking, and signs. Only within the area specifically delineated for “alcoholic beverages
sales” may alcoholic beverages be sold for consumption on premises. Provided,
however, the holder of mixed beverage permit operating an accessory use within a hotel
that includes an approved Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan may deliver mixed beverages,
including wine and beer, to individual rooms of the hotel pursuant to Section 28.01(b) of
the Alcoholic Beverage Code of the State of Texas. (Ord. No. 04-201, § 9, 04-13-04)

3.

The site plan submitted in connection with the Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan request for a
restaurant under these guidelines must provide parking spaces in the amounts refereed to
in Section 4.1.2 “Use Code”, and referenced in the parking ratios listed in Section 5.18
“Schedule of Parking Space Requirements”. (Ord. No. 04-201, § 9, 04-13-04)

4.

An artist’s rendering for the proposed restaurant, which shows initial landscaping, signs
and all other exterior features.

5.

Sign layout that reflects size, location, wording, material, color, lighting and all other
aspects relative to the signs.

6.

Narrative description of the planned activities in the restaurant, which includes projected
breakdown of revenues between food sales and sales of alcoholic beverages and any use
of the restaurant premises for dancing, gaming devices and/or electronic amusement
games. Hours of operation shall be limited from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m.

7. Copies of all applications and information filed or to be filed with the State of Texas for a
mixed beverage or private club permit.
E. The person operating a restaurant holding an approved Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan shall on
a quarterly basis, no later than on the 10th day of the month following each quarter, file with
the city secretary an affidavit on an officially approved form provided by the city secretary
that reflects gross sales for the preceding three (3) months and gross sales for the preceding
twelve (12) month period, or since the restaurant began its operation, whichever is shorter,
breaking down the sales between the sale of food and the alcoholic beverages. The person
holding an approved Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan shall on a quarterly basis file with the city
secretary a copy of the filings supplied to the State of Texas for sales tax and mixed beverage
(alcoholic beverages) tax purposes. The City reserves the right to require persons operating a
restaurant holding an approved Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan to submit an annual audit of the
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gross sales broken down between food sales and mixed beverage sales at the person’s
expense. All filings including all sales and beverage tax filings shall remain confidential.
The person operating a restaurant holding an approved Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan shall
permit the city auditor or accountant to view the books, records and receipts relative to sale of
food and alcoholic beverages at any time after four (4) hours notice. The City Attorney, City
Manager, City Council, City Auditor or Accountant, Mayor or City Secretary may examine
said records. Said records may be introduced in court for the purpose of showing the person
operating a restaurant holding an approved Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan is in violation of
this ordinance. (Ord. No. 04-201, § 9, 04-13-04)
F.

All persons applying for an Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan pursuant to Section 4.1.4 of this
ordinance shall sign a sworn application that includes all material required to be submitted by
this ordinance that acknowledges receipt of a copy of this article, as amended, and includes
an agreement to abide by all provisions of the City’s Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance and all
other applicable City Ordinances. (Ord. No. 04-201, § 9, 04-13-04)

G. Failure to submit all plans, data and information required to accompany a zoning application
by Section 2.3 of this Ordinance within three (3) months of filing of the case shall result in a
presumption that the case has been withdrawn and the City staff shall close the file and
process same no further.
H. A certificate of occupancy shall be issued by the City’s Building Inspection Department at
such time as an applicant complies initially with this article, all zoning ordinances, and all
other applicable city ordinances.
I.

A certificate of occupancy issued hereunder is valid only as to the recipient. No certificate of
occupancy issued hereunder may be assigned or transferred. No person shall operate a
restaurant holding an approved Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan without a valid certificate of
occupancy. Upon a change in ownership of the subject restaurant the new owner or person
operating such a restaurant shall within ten (10) days of the change in ownership apply for a
new certificate of occupancy using the same application form as required for a new zoning
change, except that the application shall reflect that the property is currently classified as a
restaurant holding an approved Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan. (Ord. No. 04-201, § 9, 04-13-04)

J. The City Council, after due notice and hearing, may cancel a certificate of occupancy of any
party operating a restaurant holding an approved Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan under this
article for failure to comply with any of the terms of this ordinance and all other applicable
ordinances, after receipt of written notice of noncompliance and failure to rectify any such
deficiencies within thirty (30) days of receipt of such written notice. In addition to canceling
the certificate of occupancy, the city attorney may inform the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
commission that the location no longer is in compliance with the City of Cedar Hill
ordinances as previously certified to by the City Secretary and request that the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage Commission take whatever action is available under the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Code. (Ord. No. 04-201, § 9, 04-13-04)
K. No Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan for on premises sale, serving and consumption of alcoholic
beverages either on the premises of the holder of a mixed beverage permit or on the premises
of the holder of a private club permit shall be granted by the City Council within three
hundred (300) feet of any church, public school or public hospital except as authorized within
this chapter. The measurements of the distance between the place of business when alcoholic
beverages are sold and the church or public hospital shall be along the property lines of the
street fronts and from front door to front door and in a direct line across intersections. The
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measurement of the distance between the place of business where alcoholic beverages are sold
and the public schools shall be from the nearest property line of the public school to the nearest
doorway by which the public may enter the place of business, along street lines and in a direct
line across intersections. For any permit or license covering a premise where minors are
prohibited from entering the premises under Section 109.53 of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
code, the measurement of the distance between the premises and a public school shall be along
the property lines of the street fronts and from front door to front door, and in a direct line across
intersections. (Ord. No. 04-201, § 9, 04-13-04), (Ord. No. 14-535, § 1, 02-25-14)
L. Every applicant for an original alcoholic beverage license or permit for a location with a door
by which the public may enter the place of business of the applicant that is within one
thousand (1,000) feet of the nearest property line of a public school, measured across street
lines and directly across intersections, must give written notice of the application to officials
for the public school before filing the application with the commission and the City Council.
A copy of the notice must be submitted to the Commission with the application. This section
does not apply to a permit or license covering a premise where minors are prohibited from
entering the premises under Section 109.53 of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage code.
M. No Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan for on premises sale, serving and consumption of alcoholic
beverages either on the premises of the holder of a mixed beverage permit or on the premises
of the holder of a private club permit shall be granted by the City Council within three
hundred (300) feet of any property zoned or classified for any residential zoning district
(including all RR, SF, single-family attached-TH, multi-family-MF, and residential-PD
districts). The measurements of the distance shall be along the property lines of the street
fronts and from front door to front door and in a direct line across intersections. (Ord. No. 04-201,
§ 9, 04-13-04)

N. The sale of alcoholic beverages within three hundred (300) feet of a church, public school or
public hospital is hereby prohibited. The measurements of the distance between the place of
business when alcoholic beverages are sold and the church or public hospital shall be along
the property lines of the street fronts and from front door to front door and in a direct line
across intersections. The measurement of the distance between the place of business where
alcoholic beverages are sold and the public schools shall be from the nearest property line of
the public school to the nearest doorway by which the public may enter the place of business,
along street lines and in a direct line across intersections. For any permit or license covering
a premise where minors are prohibited from entering the premises under Section 109.53 of
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code, the measurement of the distance between the premises
and a public school shall be along the property lines of the street fronts and from front door to
front door, and in a direct line across intersections.
O. The City of Cedar Hill expressly reserves the right to allow variances to Section 4.1.4. (K),
(L), (M) and (N)if the City Council determines that enforcement of the regulation in a
particular instances is not in the best interest of the public, constitutes waste or inefficient use
of land or other resources, creates an undue hardship on an applicant for a license or permit,
does not serve its intended purpose, is not effective or necessary, or for any other reason after
consideration of the health, safety and welfare of the public and the equities of the situation,
determines the best interest of the community. (Ord. No. 14-535, § 1, 02-25-14)
P. No indecent exposure, as defined in Section 42.01 of the Texas Penal Code, shall be allowed
in any such restaurant. Neither shall exposure of any portion of the male or female breast
below one inch above the areola of the nipple be permitted.
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All persons applying for and receiving approval of an Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan under
this ordinance shall commence construction as evidence by receipt of a building permit for
the restaurant in accordance with the approved site plan within twelve (12) months of the
zoning being approved. The City reserves the right and the applicant shall acknowledge the
right of the City to rezone subject property in the event construction is not commenced within
the stated twelve-month period. (Ord. No. 04-201, § 9, 04-13-04)

R. A nonrefundable filing fee of five hundred dollars ($500.00) shall accompany each
application for an Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan approval. (Ord. No. 04-201, § 9, 04-13-04)

4.1.5

Home Based Business Regulations:
A. Purpose – Standards for controlling home business are set forth to minimize annoyance and
inconvenience to neighboring property owners within residential areas. These standards are
intended to allow reasonable and comfortable enjoyment of adjacent and nearby property by
their owners and by occupants of neighboring residential dwellings, while providing
opportunities for the pursuit of home-based businesses.
B. Special Provisions for Home Based Businesses:
1.

Home based businesses shall be permitted as accessory use in single-family residential
zoning districts (including all RR, SF, single-family attached-TH, and residential-PD
districts) provided that they comply with all restrictions herein;

2.

The business shall produce no alteration or change in the character or exterior appearance
of the principal building from that of a residential dwelling, and performance of the
business activity shall not be visible from the street;

3. Such use shall be incidental and secondary to the use of the premises for residential
purposes, and shall not utilize floor area exceeding twenty percent (20%) of the combined
gross floor area of dwelling unit and any accessory building(s) that are used for the home
business (in no case shall the combined floor area utilized for a home business exceed
500 square feet);
4.

The business shall not employ anyone other than the persons who are members of the
household in which the home business occurs;

5.

Not more than one (1) patron or business-related vehicles shall be present at one time,
and the proprietor shall provide adequate off-street parking on the property where the use
is located;

6.

The operation of such business shall be between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. for
outdoor activities, and between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. for indoor activities;

7. One commercial vehicle, capacity of one ton or less (according to the manufacturer's
classification), may be used or parked on the property in connection with the home
business, but said vehicle may not be parked in the street;
8.

The business activity shall not increase vehicular traffic flow beyond what normally
occurs within a residential district, and shall not require regular and frequent deliveries by
large delivery trucks or vehicles with a rated capacity in excess of one and one-half tons,
according to the manufacturer's classification;

9.

There shall be no outside storage, including trailers, or outside display related to the
home business use;
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ORDINANCE NO. 2015-556

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CEDAR HILL, TEXAS,
AMENDING THE TEXT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING
ORDINANCE NO. 2001-64, AS AMENDED; AMENDING ARTICLE 4,
SECTION 4.1.4, SUBSECTION (B)2, DEFINING “RESTAURANT
WITH ATTENDANT ACCESSORY USE OF THE SALE OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON PREMISES CONSUMPTION;”
AMENDING SECTION 4.1.4 (C) BY REMOVING THE
RESTRICTION ON CITY COUNCIL’S AUTHORITY TO APPROVE
A DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT FOR THE STORAGE, POSSESSION,
SALE, SERVING OR CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE,
AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION.
WHEREAS, on March 26th, 1985, the Cedar Hill City Council adopted Ordinance No. 85-778
establishing rules for the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumptions; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to § 109.57 of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code, local regulations that
were formally enacted before June 11, 1987 may continue to be enforce provided however,
amendments made to preexisting local codes can only lessen the restriction on the licensee or
permittee and may not impose additional restrictions; and
WHEREAS, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2001-64 establishing comprehensive
zoning regulations for the City of Cedar Hill and adopting an official zoning map on March 27,
2001, effective April 5, 2001 (the “Zoning Ordinance”) which incorporated the standards of
Ordinance No. 85-778; and
WHEREAS, Section 4.1.4(c) of the Zoning Ordinance currently prohibits the City Council from
authorizing a drive-in restaurant for storing, possession, sale, serving or consuming of any
alcoholic beverages; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to § 2.3.2 of Ordinance No. 2001-64, also known as the Comprehensive
Zoning Regulations, authorizes the city to initiate an amendment to the text of a portion of the
Comprehensive Zoning Regulations; and
WHEREAS, such action was initiated on February 16, 2015, and was assigned Case No. 15-04;
and
WHEREAS, on February 18, 2015, due notice of public hearings before the Planning and
Zoning Commission and City Council was published in the City’s official newspaper, which
included the time and place of the public hearings, to consider and hear public comment on the
proposed amendment; and

Ordinance No. 2015-556
Page 1 of 4

WHEREAS, on March 5, 2015, the City’s Planning and Zoning Commission held a public
hearing regarding this matter; and
WHEREAS, following the public hearing, the Planning and Zoning Commission considered the
request and rendered its recommendation which was conveyed to the City Council; and
WHEREAS, on March 10, 2015, the City Council held a public hearing and accepted comments
from the public regarding the requested amendment; and
WHEREAS, after due consideration the City Council finds and determines that an amendment
to Section 4.1.4 of the Zoning Ordinance is in the best interest of the City and constitutes a
lessening of the restrictions on the licensee or permittee.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
CEDAR HILL, TEXAS, THAT:
SECTION 1. TEXT AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 4, SECTION 4.1.4, SUBSECTION
(B)2 OF THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 2001-64,
AS AMENDED
Section 23-4.1.4, Subsection (b)2 of the Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended to read as
follows:
4.1.4

Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan District:

(b)2.

Restaurant with attendant accessory use of the sale of alcoholic beverages for onpremises consumption.
A restaurant with alcoholic beverage sales and
consumption, including a restaurant with attendant accessory use of the sale of
alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption, shall mean an eating
establishment that holds a license from the TABC to sell alcoholic beverages for
on-premise consumption only, whose gross annual sales in Cedar Hill from food
represents sixty (60) percent or more of its total sales of food and alcoholic
beverages, and has obtained and is operating in accordance with a Conditional
Use Permit that has been issued by the City of Cedar Hill.

SECTION 2.TEXT AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 4, SECTION 4.1.4, SUBSECTION (C)
OF THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 2001-64, AS
AMENDED
Section 23-4.1.4, Subsections (c) of the Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended to read as
follows:
4.1.4

Alcoholic Beverage Site Plan District:
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(c)

The storage, possession, sale, serving or consumption of any alcoholic beverages
to be sold or served by the holder of a mixed beverage permit or the holder of a
private club permit issued by the State of Texas in bottles or any other container
direct to the customer or person for consumption on the premises of the holder of
a mixed beverage permit or in a private club shall be permitted only in a
restaurant as defined in subsection (b) above in an alcoholic beverage site plan
under section 23-4.1.4 of this chapter after the applicant has made a written
request for such a use pursuant to such article of this chapter to permit such use.

SECTION 3. SAVINGS CLAUSE
This ordinance shall be cumulative of all provisions of ordinances and of the Code of
Ordinances for the City of Cedar Hill, Texas, as amended, except where the provisions of this
ordinance are in direct conflict with the provisions of such ordinances and such Code, in which
event, conflicting provisions of such ordinances and Code are hereby superseded.
SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY
The terms and provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and if the validity
of any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance should be declared
invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, or
phrase of this Ordinance.
SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE
Because of the nature of the interests sought to be protected and of the safeguards sought
to be provided by this Ordinance, and in the interest of the health, safety, and welfare of the
citizens of Cedar Hill, Texas, this Ordinance shall take effect immediately after its passage,
approval, and publication as required by law.
SECTION 6. PUBLICATION
The City Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to cause publication of the
descriptive caption and penalty clause hereof as an alternative method of publication provided by
law.
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED by the City Council, the City of Cedar Hill, on this the
10th day of March, 2015.

Rob Franke, Mayor
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ATTEST:

Belinda Berg, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Ron MacFarlane
City Attorney
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Survey Cities

City

Feb. 2015

Allows Restaurants with Drive‐thru
and on‐premise consumption of
Alcohol Beverage

Cedar Hill

NO

Dallas

Yes

DeSoto

Yes

Duncanville

Yes

Grand Prairie

Yes

Lancaster

Yes

Mansfield

Yes

Waxahachie

Yes

BRIEFING MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 24, 2015
The City Council of the City of Cedar Hill, Texas, met in briefing session Tuesday,
February 24, 2015, 6:00 p.m., 285 Uptown Blvd., Bldg. 100, City of Cedar Hill, Texas.
The following members of the City Council were present, to wit: Mayor Rob Franke,
Mayor Pro Tem Chris Parvin and Council Members Daniel C. Haydin, Jr., Wallace
Swayze, Clifford Shaw, Stephen Mason and Jami McCain.
I.

Call the meeting to order.

Mayor Franke called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., declaring it an open meeting
with a quorum present and the meeting notice was duly posted.
II.

Briefing on City Council Strategic Plan and Goals.

City Manager Porter reviewed with the City Council the action plans and progress
made to date on the following City Council priorities:
•
•
•
III.

Neighborhood Engagement and Revitalization
City Center Action Plan
Long Term Financial Outlook

Briefing on the 84th Texas Legislative Session.

City Manager Porter reviewed with the City Council the following proposed legislation
that is of particular interest to Texas cities and offered recommendations for the City’s
position on these matters.
•
•
•
•
•
IV.

revenue and appraisal caps (oppose)
e-cigarettes and payday lending (support)
illegal dumping (support)
open government (support)
public safety (oppose red light cameras, support body camera)

City Manager Reports:
1. City Council Calendar/Upcoming Events.

City Secretary Berg reviewed the City Council’s calendar, emphasizing the following:
Thursday, February 26 –

6:00 p.m. – Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Dinner –
NaKashions Special Event Center, 432 S. Clark Rd., Cedar Hill

Friday, February 27 –

1:00 p.m. – Cedar Hill Museum of History Ribbon Cutting – 607
Cedar St., Cedar Hill

Saturday, February 28 –

2:00 p.m. – Cedar Hill Museum of History Ribbon Open House
– 607 Cedar St., Cedar Hill
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Tuesday, March 3 –

6:00 p.m. – City Council Workshop – Fire Master Plan –
Cedar Hill Government Center, 285 Uptown Blvd. Bldg. 100,
Cedar Hill – 4th Floor Admin Conference Room

Saturday, March 7 -

10:00 a.m. – City Wide Block Party & Recreation 10 Yr.
Anniversary – Alan E. Sims Recreation Center, 310 E.
Parkerville Rd., Cedar Hill

Sunday, March 8 -

6:30 a.m. – Color Run Half & 5k – Cedar Hill State Park, 1570
FM 1382, Cedar Hill

V.

Conduct a briefing session to discuss agenda items for 7:00 p.m. regular meeting.

City Manager Porter reviewed the agenda for the Regular Meeting as follows. He
asked if there were questions on any of the items that needed further discussion. There
were none.
Presentations
Receive a presentation from the Lake Ridge Elementary Student Council.
Receive 2014 Racial Profiling Report – Dr. Eric Fritsch, University of North
Texas.
Annual update on Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association and
Citizens on Patrol.
Election Matters
Consider adoption of Resolution No. R15-432, authorizing the Mayor to sign
a joint election agreement and service contract with Dallas County
Elections Department to administer and conduct the City of Cedar Hill
General Election on Saturday, May 9, 2015.
Citizens Forum
Consent Agenda
Consider approving the minutes of the February 3, 2015 Special City
Council Workshop and the February 10, 2015 regular City Council
meeting.
Consider acceptance of Cedar Hill Police Department’s 2014 Racial
Profiling Report.
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Consider authorizing the Mayor to execute an Interlocal Cooperative
Agreement between the City of Cedar Hill and the City of Duncanville for
the use of the Cedar Hill Police Department’s Canine Unit.
Consider adoption of Resolution No. R15-431 supporting the submission of
a new application for one (1) Property Room Technician from the Office
of the Governor.
Consider a request for Neighborhood Matching Grant reimbursement for
Fountains of Lake Ridge Property Owners’ Association.
Case No. 2015-03 – Consider approving, in accordance with the Planning
and Zoning Commission’s recommendation, the Site Plan for a restaurant
within the LR zoning district on Lot 1, Blk. B, Cedar Hill Crossing Addition,
located at 401 N. J. Elmer Weaver Freeway; requested by Joshua A.
Millsap of Bury-DFW, Inc. on behalf of Pollo Tropical.
Consider authorizing the Mayor to execute the Local Project Advance
Funding Agreement (LPAFA) with the Texas Department of Transportation
(TxDOT) for the safety lanes and turn lane along FM 1382.
Consider adoption of Ordinance No. 2015-555, which changes the zoning
FROM SF 10 – Single Family Residential District – minimum 10,000 sq. ft. lots
TO “NS” – Neighborhood Service District on 4.827 acres of land out of
Abstract 435, generally located on the south side of E. Pleasant Run Road
about 1,500 feet west of Duncanville Road.
Regular Agenda
Consider adoption of Ordinance No. 2015-556, amending the Cedar Hill
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 18, Public Utilities, Article III, Division 4 – E911 Emergency Services.
Closed session called pursuant to Texas Government
Sec. 551.072 - Deliberation Regarding Real Property:
•

Code

Possible acquisition of property in connection
with the Mansfield Rd. Project

Reconvene in open session and consider any action to be taken as a
result of the executive session.
Updates and announcements from City Council Members
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VI.

Adjourn.

There being no further business, Mayor Pro Tem Parvin made a motion to adjourn the
briefing session, seconded by Council Member Shaw. The motion passed by unanimous
vote, and the meeting adjourned at 7:07 p.m.
Approved: __________________________
Rob Franke, Mayor
Attest: ____________________________
Belinda Berg, City Secretary

MINUTES
CITY OF CEDAR HILL
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 24, 2015
The City Council of the City of Cedar Hill, Texas met in regular session Tuesday,
February 24, 2015, 7:00 p.m., T.W. “Turk” Cannady - Cedar Hill Room, 285 Uptown
Blvd., Cedar Hill, Texas.
Present: Mayor Rob Franke, Mayor Pro Tem Chris Parvin and Council Members
Daniel C. Haydin, Jr., Clifford Shaw, Wallace Swayze, Stephen Mason and Jami
McCain.
I.

Call the meeting to order.

Mayor Franke called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m., declaring it an open
meeting with a quorum present and that the meeting notice was duly posted.
II.

Invocation.

Due to the weather, Reverend Chester Williams of Pathway Fellowship Church
could not make it to the City Council meeting and so Mayor Franke gave the
invocation.
III.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Council member Haydin led the Pledges of Allegiance to both the United States
and Texas Flags.
IV.

Presentations.
1.

Receive a presentation from the Lake Ridge Elementary Student
Council.

Due to the weather, the Lake Ridge Elementary Student Council could not make
it to the City Council meeting.
2.

Receive 2014 Racial Profiling Report – Dr. Eric Fritsch, University of
North Texas.

Dr. Fritsch stated the data is provided by the Cedar Hill Police Department and
noted that Cedar Hill collects much more data than is requested by law. He
reviewed the “stop data” information, which was broken down by race. He
stated that in better than ninety percent of instances, documentation shows the
officer was unaware of race prior to the stop.
Dr. Fritsch complimented the Cedar Hill Police Department for going beyond the
law’s requirements in collecting this data. Investigation and review of the records
show City is fully in full compliance and sets the standard for other departments.
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3.

Annual update on Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association
and Citizens on Patrol.

Mike White, Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association member, along with
Cedar Hill Police Corporal Juan Herrera, gave a summary of accomplishments by
the Citizens on Patrol members.
V.

Elections Matters.

Consider adoption of Resolution No. R15-432, authorizing the Mayor to sign a joint
election agreement and service contract with Dallas County Elections
Department to administer and conduct the City of Cedar Hill General Election on
Saturday, May 9, 2015.
Mayor Pro Tem Parvin moved to adopt Resolution No. R15-432, seconded by
Council member McCain. The motion was approved by a unanimous vote.
VI.

Citizens Forum.

No one spoke.
VII.

Consent Agenda:

Mayor Franke introduced the Consent Agenda and stated the Consent Agenda
includes routine items that may be acted upon with a single vote. Any City
Council member may remove items from the Consent Agenda for separate
discussion and consideration. He asked if any item should be pulled for separate
consideration. There were no requests to do so.
Item 1 was to consider approving the minutes of the February 3, 2015 Special City
Council Workshop and the February 10, 2015 regular City Council meeting.
Item 2 was to consider acceptance of Cedar Hill Police Department’s 2014 Racial
Profiling Report.
Item 3 was to consider authorizing the Mayor to execute an Interlocal
Cooperative Agreement between the City of Cedar Hill and the City of
Duncanville for the use of the Cedar Hill Police Department’s Canine Unit.
Item 4 was to consider adoption of Resolution No. R15-431 supporting the
submission of a new application for one (1) Property Room Technician from the
Office of the Governor.
Item 5 was to consider a request for Neighborhood Matching Grant
reimbursement for Fountains of Lake Ridge Property Owners’ Association.
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Item 6 was to consider approving Case No. 2015-03, in accordance with the
Planning and Zoning Commission’s recommendation, the Site Plan for a
restaurant within the LR zoning district on Lot 1, Blk. B, Cedar Hill Crossing Addition,
located at 401 N. J. Elmer Weaver Freeway; requested by Joshua A. Millsap of
Bury-DFW, Inc. on behalf of Pollo Tropical.
Item 7 was to consider authorizing the Mayor to execute the Local Project
Advance Funding Agreement (LPAFA) with the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) for the safety lanes and turn lane along FM 1382.
Item 8 was to consider adoption of Ordinance No. 2015-555, which changes the
zoning FROM SF 10 – Single Family Residential District – minimum 10,000 sq. ft. lots
TO “NS” – Neighborhood Service District on 4.827 acres of land out of Abstract
435, generally located on the south side of E. Pleasant Run Road about 1,500 feet
west of Duncanville Road.
Mayor Pro Tem Parvin moved to approve Items 1-8 on the Consent Agenda,
seconded by Council member Haydin. Council member Shaw abstained from
the vote on Item 1 only. The motion was approved by a unanimous vote.
V.

Citizens Forum.

No one spoke.
VIII.

Regular Agenda.

1.

Consider adoption of Ordinance No. 2015-556, amending the Cedar Hill
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 18, Public Utilities, Article III, Division 4 – E911 Emergency Services.

City Manager Porter stated that due to the need for some revisions, this was
removed from the agenda.
2.

Closed session called pursuant to Texas Government
Sec. 551.072 - Deliberation Regarding Real Property:
•

3.

Possible acquisition of property in connection
with the Mansfield Rd. Project

Reconvene in open session and consider any action to be taken as a result
of the executive session.

No action was taken by the City Council during the closed session.
IX.

Code

Updates and announcements from the City Council Members.
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X.

Adjourn.

Mayor Pro Tem Parvin entertained a motion to adjourn. Upon a motion by Council
member Haydin, seconded by Council member McCain, the meeting adjourned
at 8:18 p.m.
Approved:

Attest: __________________________
Belinda Berg, City Secretary

___________________________
Rob Franke, Mayor

Consent #2

CITY OF CEDAR HILL
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
Agenda Date:

March 10, 2015

Agenda Item Wording: Consider adoption of 2035 City Council Strategic Plan.
Summary:
The City Council updates its Strategic Plan and sets a long-term vision for the future of the
City each year. The City Council conducted workshops in October 2014 and January 2015
to review, modify and add goals to the plan for 2015. Among the revisions that were made,
the City Council updated and defined its values and developed 20-year goals under each
corresponding Premier Statement.
The City Council was briefed on its Strategic Plan, including the comprehensive list of existing
and ongoing 20-year goals that support the Premier Statements and Vision established at
previous retreats. Additionally, staff presented the 2015 priorities that support the City
Council’s strategic goals and objectives.
Staff will utilize the Strategic Plan to develop an action plan with 5- and 10-year milestones
that correspond with the City Council’s long-term goals. The proposed milestones will be
presented to the City Council.

Funding Source: N/A
Recommended Action: Adopt 2035 City Council Strategic Plan
Department:
Contact / Phone No:

Administration
Greg Porter

972.291.5100 Ext. 1012

Attachments:

Yes

If yes, how many pages:

12

Cedar Hill Strategic Plan

City Council Strategic Plan
2014 - 2015

Vision
We envision Cedar Hill as a Premier City that retains its Distinctive
Character; where families and businesses flourish in a Safe and Clean
environment.
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Mission
The Mission of the City of Cedar Hill is to deliver the highest quality
municipal services to our citizens and customers consistent with our
community values.
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City Council Values Statement
We lead together by faith, and with integrity, to accomplish the City’s vision by
proactively planning for the future.
We Value
 People and Relationships
 Stewardship
 Highest ethical standards, behavior and integrity
 Servant Leadership
The City Council believes that by communicating the values to the community, all others
will begin reflecting, articulating, promoting and protecting the distinctive character
that will continue Cedar Hill’s success far into the future.
Values are reflected by:
People and Relationships
 Celebrating individual contributions and distinctive character of our community
legacy leaders
 Valuing all residents and businesses throughout the City
 Celebrating our schools and various educational institutions’ success
 Building relationships through neighborhood engagement. Recognizing that
neighborhoods include and involve Single-family, Multi-family, business
networks, civic organizations and the faith community.
 Facilitating community by embracing what we have in common
Stewardship
 Emphasizing financial transparency, open government and accountability as
stewards of our City
 Communicating the value of citizens tax dollar and services provided
 Setting Sustainability goals in order to provide future generations a place
 Preserving and protecting our unique and natural environment
 Utilizing all resources (God given and man-made) for the greatest good
Highest ethical standards, behavior and integrity
 Modeling and promoting the highest standards of ethics, integrity and
behavior throughout the community
 Doing what’s right for the right reasons
Servant Leadership
 Promoting and recognizing leadership that represents servitude to the entire
community
 Identifying and developing the next generation of servant leaders
 Servicing others above self
 Taking responsibility and ownership for individual and collective success
 Taking initiative as stewards of the community
 Facilitating common goals amongst all stakeholders
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City Council Premier Statements
The City Council created Premier Statements to further define 20 year goals and key
indicators of success to realize the Vision of being a Premier City.
The City Council envisions a “Premier City” to be defined by the following Premier
Statements, which are in no particular order of importance:

A. Cedar Hill has Distinctive Character
B. Cedar Hill is Safe
C. Cedar Hill is Clean
D. Cedar Hill has Vibrant Parks and Natural Beauty
E. Cedar Hill has Excellent, Safe and Efficient Infrastructure
F. Cedar Hill has a Strong and Diverse Economy
G. Cedar Hill has Texas Schools of Choice
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Cedar Hill has Distinctive Character

Character is the internal compass that guides thoughts and actions. The City Council
will continue to recognize stellar examples of distinctive character demonstrated
throughout the community.

2035 Goals:


















Generations choose to live, work and play in Cedar Hill
Cedar Hill citizens are ethical, honest and full of integrity
Cedar Hill is known for the partnerships created and fostered
Cedar Hill celebrates the community’s strong spiritual values
Citizens come together for personal and community issues at large, and
continue to be involved in a positive manner
Everyone feels welcome in Cedar Hill and people greet one another; common
courtesy is the norm
Cedar Hill enjoys an exceptional Leadership Academy
Cedar Hill has a strong history of quality leaders and fosters young
developing leaders that make an impact regionally
Citizens take ownership and are actively involved in their neighborhoods and
community
Citizens take ownership in keeping Cedar Hill beautiful and clean
City, Businesses, Churches, Neighborhoods, Citizens, Government, Civic clubs,
Board and Commissions, Schools and youth sports organizations are all active
participants in maintaining the distinctive character of the City
Downtown Cedar Hill is active and gives citizens the opportunity to come
together and be involved in community
Every citizen, visitor and business enjoys and provides the highest level of
customer service
Southwest Airlines, Ritz Carlton and Nordstrom’s model customer service after
Cedar Hill
Citizens enjoy:
• Small town feel
• Friendly atmosphere
• People who are genuinely nice
• Diverse community
• Polite and common courtesy
• Warm and wholesome environment
• Openness
• Front porch discussions
• Celebrating what we have in common
• An inclusive community
• Front door approach
• Service with a smile
Enhanced public input for public projects
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NEW:
 Spiritual emphasis and values
 Strong leadership empowers the next generation of leaders.
 Leaders emphasize the impact that our Values have on the community
 Active volunteer base
 Destination City in which people want to live
 High level of customer service that starts with City government but permeates
throughout establishments that locate in Cedar Hill
 Empower the next generation of leaders through City Hall 101 and other
opportunities to educate and advance understanding of city government and
services
 The City has an active volunteer base to serve the community and civic
 Great neighborhoods include the business community, apartments and other
areas
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Cedar Hill is Safe

We believe our highest-priority use of taxpayer funds is to keep Cedar Hill a safe
community. The City Council is excited about the strong planning, strategic thinking and
proactive steps taken by our public safety personnel.

2035 Goals:

All citizens, young and old, feel safe in Cedar Hill
Cedar Hill has a safe reputation
Cedar Hill has an excellent ISO rating
There are five (5) Fire Stations including one in the SE Quadrant
The crime rate is one of the lowest in the Metroplex
o Retail and Commercial areas are one of the safest in the Metroplex
o Neighborhoods are one of the safest in the Metroplex
 Neighborhoods are safe






NEW:
 Distinctive and trusting partnerships between the community and public safety
 Develop and maintain training to address changing demographics and
diversity in the community
 Premier public safety leadership in City, BSW and Greater Dallas
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Cedar Hill is Clean

Our vision of a clean city is one in which pride of ownership is evident throughout our
neighborhoods, businesses and community spaces. Clean is defined as more than just
litter control or code enforcement. Having a clean City is all encompassing where
citizens enjoy a healthy lifestyle and exude pride for the City in which we live, work
and play.

2035 Goals:

 Cedar Hill is recognized as a clean city
 Citizens and businesses take ownership and responsibility in the cleanliness of
retail and commercial areas
 Cedar Hill has a fresh, clean and healthy image
 Citizens demonstrate exceptional pride in their neighborhood identity and
individual properties
 There is continuous neighborhood and retail redevelopment
• There are incentives for redeveloped neighborhoods
 Cedar Hill churches take an active involvement in neighborhood service
projects
 Public areas are well manicured and maintained

NEW:

 Cedar Hill is trash and litter free
 Cedar Hill is a sustainable community
 Policies and practices are consistent with community values
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Cedar Hill has Vibrant Parks and Natural Beauty

We are blessed with some of the most beautiful topography, spectacular views and
open spaces. As a result, the City believes it necessary to serve as good stewards of
these precious natural resources to maintain, protect and preserve for generations to
come.

2035 Goals:

 Cedar Hill is the Central Park of the Metroplex
 Cedar Hill is the most desirable location for family-friendly recreational
opportunities in the Metroplex
 Cedar Hill enjoys a built out park system and comprehensive recreational
system
 There are fully established gateways to the city
 There is established public art
 Cedar Hill is officially designated as a Tree City USA Community
 There are distinctive entry features at all major entries into the city
 There is a fully developed and implemented streetscape plan
 There is a fully integrated trail system
 Lorch Park and Calabria preserves are fully utilized
 The Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center is successful and well known
 Valley Ridge houses multiple structures, with shaded and covered pavilions
 The Recreation Center is the premier sports venue of Southwest Dallas county
 Cedar Hill has a vibrant volunteer based sports system
 The Cedar Hill Bike Rally is the best in the country
 Cedar Hill enjoys landscaped monument treatments
 Cedar Hill has a strong established positive parks identity
 Cedar Hill is the destination of choice for special events (such as bike rallies
and triathlons)
 Cedar Hill has a second highly utilized 100-acre community park east of Hwy
67
 Best in Class parks system in DFW

NEW:
 Complete integrated trail system linking neighborhoods, major
destinations and parks throughout the City
 Integrated technology such as Wi-Fi in parks and trails to foster
community gathering places
 Parks and open spaces maximized as revenue generator for
facility usage, events and attracting residents
 Parks and public facilities promote and reflect Cedar Hill’s clean
vision
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Cedar Hill has Excellent, Safe and Efficient Infrastructure

The City Council has developed a solid infrastructure which incorporates vehicular
mobility, pedestrian walkability, hike/bike trails and maintaining the roadways to
achieve and maintain the excellent, safe and efficient mobility the City Council desires.

35 Goals:

 There is an established Transit Oriented Development in Uptown/Downtown;
available commuter rail
 Cedar Hill is known for efficient mobility
o Pedestrian and Bicycle
 Loop 9 is complete
 All of the Gateway / Horizon Projects are finished
 All major arterials will be improved
 Trans Texas Corridor 35
 There are regional alternative transportation opportunities for seniors and
persons with disabilities
 Cedar Hill has a fleet of alternative fuel vehicles
 Cedar Hill has an active core retail transportation system

NEW:









High speed, fully accessible communications systems in place
Local streets and roads are well maintained
Fully developed trail system / multi modal trail system
Infrastructure for infill, undeveloped and underutilized areas of the City have
been capitalized on
Natural, seamless flow between all modes of transportation within the City
Inventory and prioritize roads (annually)
Use financial tools to invest in infrastructure
Consider existing infrastructure, such as Joe Pool Lake, and how it can be used
differently and/or generate operations and maintenance revenue
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Cedar Hill has a Strong and Diverse Economy

We envision a community in which the development is balanced with the City’s distinct
natural resources our community loves to enjoy. The City Council desires a strong and
diverse economy characterized by the City’s growth and development, business and
commerce for both day and night populations and one that can be sustained for years
to come.

2035 Goals:










NEW:










There is a 60/40 tax base mix (residential/commercial)
There is a full service 1st class hotel with several smaller properties
There is two million square feet of non-retail commercial development
complete with corporate campuses
There is a diverse and balanced economy capable of providing the
necessary revenue to sustain service levels and reduce the tax burden; Tax
rate is lower than peer cities due to premier tax base
Downtown is a unique living area with a mixed use, higher density area
Uptown is the recognized core of premier retail area
There are established small developer areas with high-end quality
apartments and multiple form/multiple use
There is a multipurpose convention/meeting facility
(Cedar Country Resort and Sunset Ranch)
There is a complete range of homestead options

Innovation Centers where entrepreneurs get together to solve issues
Businesses compete to come to Cedar Hill. There is constant waiting list
Anticipate the evolving business climate and position the City for success
Intentionally encourage dynamic business growth (e.g. Trinity Grove Chef LTO)
Attract and develop highly skilled workers needed for industry and light
manufacturing
Develop and provide an environment that businesses want to be in, capitalizing
on the City’s natural beauty
Provide a campus hotel/conference center/business center
City Center is complete and is a vibrant part of the economy. This includes
TOD, library, Park and commercial buildings.
Cedar Hill is a Destination City
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Cedar Hill has Texas Schools of Choice

The City of Cedar Hill is committed to supporting lifelong learning in our community.
We are committed to partnering with all institutions of learning and supporting their
efforts to become Texas schools of choice.

2035 Goals:

 City partners with schools / private institutions to provide leading edge library
services and learning opportunities
 City supports workforce development programs
 Facility relationships are maximized
 City takes an active interest in school district matters and issues
 City has an ongoing dialogue with representatives from the Independent School
District
 Public-Private Partnerships are maximized
 City supports programs that offer parents opportunities to become actively
involved in their child’s education
 City encourages high standards for participation in youth sports programs
 City participates in a youth mentoring program
 Government Center
 CHISD’s aggressive pursuit of higher academic rankings
 CHISD Long Range planning process
 Parks / ISD relationship for partnership opportunities
 EDC partnership with Cedar Valley, Northwood and Mountain View for workforce
development and marketing

NEW:







Develop, encourage and maintain partnerships between the schools and the
community for lifelong learning Kinder to Adult
Consider focus on programs that meet the needs of adults who struggle after high
school
Industry and businesses are involved with educational and trade training programs
Support Lifelong learning and continuous education
Engage and support the diverse educational community and facilitate a network of
collaboration
Work with industry leaders, educational institutions and community partners to
facilitate and support robust workforce development opportunities. We believe
that doing this will position our next generation to compete and excel in the
emerging careers of choice and serve as a resource to attract and retain high
quality jobs in and around the Cedar Hill trade area.
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CITY OF CEDAR HILL
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
Agenda Date:

March 10, 2015

Agenda Item Wording: Consider adoption of Resolution No. R15-433 establishing the City of
Cedar Hill’s priorities in the 2015 Legislature.
Summary:
The City Council received a briefing on the 84th Session of the Texas Legislature during the
January 13, 2015 City Council Briefing Session. The briefing focused on the Texas Municipal
League’s (TML) Legislative Message and bills filed relating to revenue and appraisal caps.
The City Council was provided with a follow-up briefing on the City’s proposed legislative
program at the February 24th City Council briefing session that included bills that address
items in which the City Council has expressed an interest.
The priorities for this legislative session include the following:
Oppose
• Oppose any legislation that would erode local taxing authority, including measures
that would create new obstacles to funding sources or that would restrict the use of
existing revenue streams (Revenue and appraisal caps).
• Oppose any legislation that would create new sales tax exemptions or expand
exemptions.
• Oppose any legislation that would erode municipal regulatory authority and local
control for the welfare of its citizens.
• Oppose the imposition of state mandates that do not provide for a commensurate
level of compensation.
Support
• Support legislation to expand home-rule authority and facilitate the provision of
services to the Cedar Hill residents.
• Support increased funding for the Texas Recreation & Parks Account (Local Park
Grant Program) and the Texas State Park System.
• Support legislation that regulates the practices of payday, auto title and other shortterm lenders to address predatory lending practices.
• Support funding for a grant to be applied to the Department of Public Safety to equip
officers with body cameras.
• Support legislation that increases regulations on electronic cigarettes.
• Support legislation that increases penalties for illegal dumping in cities.
In all other matters, unless the City Council directs otherwise, the City will adopt TML’s
legislative position on the matter. It is customary for the City Council to adopt a legislative
program to communicate its position on important legislation that would impact the City.
The attached document has been reviewed and approved as to form by legal counsel.
Funding Source: N/A

Recommended Action: Adopt Resolution No. R15-433
Department:
Contact / Phone No:

Administration
Greg Porter

972.291.5100 Ext. 1012

Attachments:

Yes

If yes, how many pages:
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RESOLUTION NO 15 - 433
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CEDAR HILL, TEXAS
ESTABLISHING THE CITY OF CEDAR HILL’S
PRIORITIES IN THE 2015 LEGISLATURE.
WHEREAS, beginning January 13, 2015, the Texas Legislature convened in its biennial 140-day
session; and
WHEREAS, it is often a challenge for municipalities with limited resources to prevent
encroachments on local authority and correct issues with existing statutes; and
WHEREAS, it is important to establish priorities among the items considered so as to maximize
the city’s impact.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
CEDAR HILL, TEXAS; THAT:
SECTION 1. That the City of Cedar Hill will attempt to find sponsors, provide testimony and
actively work in support of or against selected prioritized legislative items. Legislative items
will be placed in a “support category” or an “oppose category” as set forth herein. Legislative
items in the support category will be actively supported with testimony and support letters. The
City of Cedar Hill will work with other similarly situated municipalities to oppose items in the
oppose category.
SECTION 2. That the City of Cedar Hill adopts the following list of prioritized legislative
items:
Oppose
• Oppose any legislation that would erode local taxing authority, including measures that
would create new obstacles to funding sources or that would restrict the use of existing
revenue streams (revenue and appraisal caps).
• Oppose any legislation that would create new sales tax exemptions or expand
exemptions.
• Oppose any legislation that would erode municipal regulatory authority and local control
for the welfare of its citizens.
• Oppose the imposition of state mandates that do not provide for a commensurate level of
compensation.
Support
• Support legislation to expand home-rule authority and facilitate the provision of services
to the Cedar Hill residents.
• Support increased funding for the Texas Recreation & Parks Account (Local Park Grant
Program) and the Texas State Park System.
• Support legislation that regulates the practices of payday, auto title and other short-term
lenders to address predatory lending practices.
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•
•
•

Support funding for a grant to be applied to the Department of Public Safety to equip
officers with body cameras.
Support legislation that increases regulations on electronic cigarettes.
Support legislation that increases penalties for illegal dumping in cities.

SECTION 3. That in addition to the specific items listed above, the general principles to be
followed are to support legislation which preserves local determination and oppose legislation
which reduced local control by municipal government; to specifically and closely monitor any
proposed legislation which would adversely impact city funding sources, especially related to
lowering caps on valuation increases; and to work with other similarly situated municipalities
and with the Texas Municipal League on items of mutual interest.
SECTION 4. That this resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and
approval and it is accordingly so resolved.
RESOLVED, PASSED and APPROVED, this the 10th day of March, 2015.
APPROVED:
_____________________________
Rob Franke, Mayor
ATTEST:
___________________________
Belinda Berg, City Secretary
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City of Cedar Hill
Legislative Items of Interest
84th Texas Legislative Session
Revenue and Appraisal Caps
H.B. 365 (Elkins) and S.B. 182 (Bettencourt) - Revenue Cap: would: (1) lower the property tax
rollback rate from eight percent to four percent, with an exception for a city located in an area declared a
disaster area by the Governor or President of the United States during the current tax year; and (2) provide
that a city must hold a ratification election to adopt a tax rate that exceeds the four-percent rollback rate
(as opposed to current law, which only requires an election if a petition is received from the citizens).
RECOMMENDED POSITION: OPPOSE
S.B. 156 (Nichols) – Appraisal Cap: would: (1) reduce the property tax appraisal cap on homesteads
from ten percent to five percent; (2) authorize a county commissioners court to call an election to increase
the homestead appraisal cap for all taxing jurisdictions in the county back to some percentage between six
and ten; and (3) prohibit a subsequent election from occurring for ten years after such an election is held.
RECOMMENDED POSITION: OPPOSE
S.J.R. 14 (Nichols) – Appraisal Cap: would amend the Texas Constitution to permit the legislature to:
(1) reduce the property tax appraisal cap on homesteads from ten percent to five percent; and (2)
authorize a county commissioners court to call an election to increase the homestead appraisal cap for all
taxing jurisdictions in the county back to some percentage between six and ten. RECOMMENDED
POSITION: OPPOSE
Public Safety
H.B. 142 (Stickland) – Red Light Cameras: would: (1) prohibit all automated traffic enforcement,
including red light cameras; (2) eliminate the state trauma account funded by the state’s portion of red
light camera fines; and (3) allow a current contract between a city and its red light camera administration
company to continue so long as the contract existed as of June 1, 2015. RECOMMENDED POSITION:
OPPOSE
H.B 455 (Johnson) and S.B. 158 (West) - Body Cameras: would provide, among other things, that: (1) a
law enforcement agency in this state shall apply to the Department of Public Safety for a grant to equip
officers with body cameras if the agency employs officers who: (a) are engaged in traffic or highway
patrol or otherwise regularly stop or detain motor vehicles; or (b) respond to calls for assistance from the
public; (2) a law enforcement agency that receives “a grant” from the department to provide body
cameras to its officers or that otherwise operates a body worn camera program shall adopt a policy for the
use of body cameras; (3) before a law enforcement agency may operate a body camera program, the
agency must provide training to: (a) officers who will wear the body cameras; and (b) any other personnel
who will come into contact with video and audio data obtained from the use of body cameras.
RECOMMENDED POSITION: SUPPORT
E-Cigarettes
H.B. 170 (Alvarado) – E-Cigarettes: would: (1) include vapor products, such as electronic cigarettes, in
the existing state regulations that govern the sale, distribution, possession, use, and advertising of
cigarettes and other tobacco products; (2) impose on vapor products the same fire safety standards that are
applicable to cigarettes; (3) require schools to prohibit vapor products; and (4) make it a criminal offense
to operate a vapor product in certain public places including a library, museum, hospital, transit system
bus, intrastate bus, plane, or train. RECOMMENDED POSITION: SUPPORT

Payday and Auto Title Lending
H.B. 1020 (Giddings) and S.B. 121 (West) – Payday and Auto Title Lending: would make extensive
modifications and regulations to payday and auto title lender laws including prohibiting a credit access
business that is subject to a city ordinance regulating payday and auto title loans from evading the city
ordinance by: (a) requiring that any part of the transaction occur in a location outside the city limits; or (b)
transferring the business’s obligations and rights under a payday or auto title loan contract to a branch of
the business or another business located outside the city limits. RECOMMENDED POSITION:
SUPPORT
Illegal Dumping
H.B. 273 (Miles) – Illegal Dumping: would provide minimum terms of confinement for the offense of
illegal dumping committed inside a city’s boundaries. RECOMMENDED POSITION: SUPPORT
H.B. 274 (Miles) – Illegal Dumping: would increase the maximum fine for violation of an illegal
dumping ordinance from $2,000 to $4,000. RECOMMENDED POSITION: SUPPORT
Open Government
H.B. 685 (Sheets) – Public Information: would provide that a public information officer complies with
the requirement to promptly produce public information by referring a requestor to a publically accessible
website maintained by the city if the requested information is identifiable and readily available on that
website. RECOMMENDED POSITION: SUPPORT

Consent #4

CITY OF CEDAR HILL
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
Agenda Date:

March 10, 2015

Agenda Item Wording: Consider entering into Interlocal Agreements between the City of
Cedar Hill and the City of Corinth and the City of Waxahachie for a Cooperative
Purchasing Program.
Summary:
The Cities of Corinth and Waxahachie would like to participate in City of Cedar Hill
procurement related agreements via an Interlocal Agreement which allows each party to
purchase goods and services from each other’s bids.
These agreements have been reviewed and approved as to form by legal counsel.

Funding Source: N/A
Recommended Action: Approve the Interlocal Agreements with the City of Corinth and the
City of Waxahachie.
Department:
Contact / Phone No:
Attachments:

Finance
Greg Pervis
Budget and Purchasing
Yes

972.291.5100 X 1064
If yes, how many pages:
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Regular #1

CITY OF CEDAR HILL
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM
Agenda Date:

March 10, 2015

Agenda Item Wording: Consider approving Resolution No. R15-434 in opposition to a revenue
cap and legislative interference with local services
Summary:
The City Council received a briefing on the 84th Session of the Texas Legislature during the
January 13, 2015 City Council Briefing Session. The briefing focused on the Texas Municipal
League’s (TML) Legislative Message and bills filed relating to revenue and appraisal caps.
The City Council was provided with a follow-up briefing on the City’s proposed legislative
program at the February 24th City Council briefing session. One of the City’s proposed
legislative priorities was to oppose any legislation that would erode local taxing authority,
including measures that would create new obstacles to funding sources or that would restrict
the use of existing revenue streams. Several bills have been filed during this legislative session
that address revenue and appraisal caps.
Two companion bills, H.B. 365 (Elkins) and S.B. 182 (Bettencourt), have been filed during this
legislative session to lower the property tax rollback rate from eight (8) percent to four (4)
percent, with the exception of a city or any part of a taxing unit located in an area declared
a disaster area by the Governor or President of the United States during the current tax year.
The bills also propose requiring cities to hold a ratification election to adopt a tax rate that
exceeds the four (4) percent rollback rate.
Staff analyzed the impact this proposed legislation would have had on the City’s budget if it
was effective. Between FY 2001 – FY 2015, the City would have experienced a decrease in
revenue of $945,656.61 or would have had to hold an election to adopt a higher property
tax rollback rate.
Additionally, H.B. 1965, has been filed which proposes calculating the property tax rollback
rate using the inflation rate rather than a specific percentage. Additionally, the legislation
proposes if the governing body of a taxing unit adopts a tax rate that exceeds the rollback
tax rate, an election must be held to approve the adopted tax rate, with the exception if the
increased expenditure is necessary to respond to a disaster that has impacted the taxing
unit for the year following the year in which the disaster occurred.
Additionally, bills have been filed to amend the Texas Constitution to reduce the property tax
appraisal cap on homesteads from ten (10) percent to five (5) percent; authorize a county
commissioners court to call an election to increase the homestead appraisal cap for all
taxing jurisdictions in the county back to some percentage between six (6) and ten (10).
Additionally, the proposed legislation would prohibit subsequent election from occurring for
ten (10) years after such an election is held.
The City Council indicated that they supported the proposed legislative program and the
monitoring of bills addressing these matters. The Texas Municipal League (TML) requested
that city officials express their concern with the bills and provide TML with resolutions
opposing the revenue cap legislation. The attached resolution formally expresses the City
Council’s opposition to this proposed legislation. The attached document has been
reviewed and approved as to form by legal counsel.

Funding Source: N/A
Recommended Action: Adopt Resolution No. R15-434
Department:
Contact / Phone No:

Administration
Greg Porter

972.291.5100 Ext. 1012

Attachments:

Yes

If yes, how many pages:
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RESOLUTION NO 15 - 434
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CEDAR HILL, TEXAS
IN OPPOSITION TO A REVENUE CAP AND
LEGISLATIVE INTERFERENCE WITH LOCAL
SERVICES.
WHEREAS, bills have been introduced in the Texas Legislature to cap the amount of property
tax revenue cities can collect each year; and
WHEREAS, currently, if a Texas city increases property tax collection by more than eight
percent over the previous year, voters can petition for an election to rollback the increase; and
WHEREAS, bills have been introduced to replace that eight percent “rollback rate” with a hard
cap of four percent and require mandatory elections on an increase over four percent; and
WHEREAS, according to the State Comptroller’s latest survey of property tax rates in 1,002
cities in Texas, 67 percent of cities raised their property taxes by less than four percent from
2012 to 2013, and 37 percent of cities actually reduced their property taxes; and
WHEREAS, based on the foregoing facts, property owners in at least 669 Texas cities would
have seen no reduction in their city property taxes if the four percent cap had been in effect; and
WHEREAS, while the savings to individual taxpayers would be very small or even non-existent,
a four percent cap could cause a loss in vital city services; and
WHEREAS, cities collect just 16 percent of the property taxes levied in Texas, and most of the
property taxes paid by Texans (55 percent) go to school districts; and
WHEREAS, according to the Comptroller’s report, the total amount of property taxes collected
by cities rose by 3.61 percent between 2012 and 2013, while school district tax collections rose
by more than twice that rate or 7.72 percent; and
WHEREAS, school property taxes have been rising because the legislature continues to reduce
the state’s share of funding for schools, which forces districts to get more revenue from property
taxes.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
CEDAR HILL, TEXAS:
1. That all of the above recitals are true and correct.
2. That the City Council of the City of Cedar Hill, Texas is OPPOSED to the legislative
imposition of a revenue cap and legislative interference with local services.
3. That imposing a revenue cap on cities: (a) does not provide meaningful tax relief; (b)
robs cities of the ability to meet local needs; and (c) diverts attention from the real
1

cause of higher property taxes, which is the legislature’s failure to address the
problem of school funding.
RESOLVED, PASSED and APPROVED, this the 10th day of March, 2015.
APPROVED:
_____________________________
Rob Franke, Mayor
ATTEST:
___________________________
Belinda Berg, City Secretary
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